
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

This year’s legislative session, which was one of the most 
intense in recent memory, adjourned on March 10. Like last 
year, it featured 100% remote committee testimony with some 
in-person floor action. 

Unfortunately, it was largely a session of missed opportunities. 
Instead of using our record $15 billion budget surplus to provide 
a permanent half-point sales tax cut, which is what House 
Republicans proposed, Democrats chose instead to spend nearly 
all of that money to grow the size and scope of government. 
In the end, they didn’t even end up passing their own bill to 
provide a three-day sales tax holiday in September to help 
families with back-to-school costs. 

With inflation at a 40-year high, the most expensive gas prices 
we’ve seen since 2008, and ongoing supply chain shortages, the 
Legislature should’ve taken advantage of the opportunity to ease 
some of your financial burdens.

We were also disappointed by the Democrats’ lack of willingness 
to work with us in passing legislation to fix the major problems 
facing our state. These problems include:

• A homelessness crisis that has only gotten worse.
• A child care affordability and accessibility crisis.
• A bottom 10 ranking in housing affordability.
• Drug overdose deaths at an all-time high.
• Violent crime at a 25-year high.

House Republicans sponsored dozens of bills to cut taxes and 
make life more affordable, strengthen public safety in our 
communities, hold government accountable, and empower 
parents. Most of these bills did not make it out of their 
respective committees. Despite these disappointments, there 
were some wins this year that we’ll discuss later in this mailer.

With session behind us, we are happy to be back in the beautiful 
8th District. Working in our communities with all of you is one 
of our favorite parts of being your state representatives. If you 
would like us to visit your community group, school, or business, 
please contact us to make arrangements and we’ll be there!

It is our honor to represent and serve you.

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brad Klippert    Matt Boehnke
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Rep. Brad Klippert
I entered the 2022 session with three main priorities I hoped to tackle: public safety 
and empowering our law enforcement professionals; protecting the integrity of our 
election system; and empowering families.

During a time of increased crime and an attack on our public safety sector, we 
should empower law enforcement professionals to keep our communities and 
families safe while holding criminals accountable for unacceptable and unlawful 
behavior. My sponsored legislation included: 

•	 House Bill 1634 – Clarifying the authority of law enforcement officers to 
acquire, possess, and use certain firearms and ammunition

•	 House Bill 1678 – Creating a domestic violence offender registry
•	 House Bill 1873 – Concerning crimes involving catalytic converters
•	 House Bill 1960 – Concerning the housing of inmates in state 

correctional facilities

Election integrity in our state’s election process was another one of my top priorities. I believe there is a way to ensure 
fairness in our election system for every person seeking public office. My sponsored legislation included:

•	 House Bill 1778 – Ensuring security and integrity of elections
•	 House Bill 1884 – Concerning independent forensic election audits at the direction of the Legislature
•	 House Bill 1003 – Requiring watermarks on mail-in ballots
•	 House Bill 1360 – Concerning counted mailed ballots that are missing postmarks
•	 House Bill 1361 – Concerning the timely mailing of ballots by county auditors
•	 House Bill 1377 – Ending vote by mail and restoring in-person voting at polling places

It is not easy being in the minority in Olympia. Much of my work is fighting for you, your children, and your families. 
My sponsored legislation included:

•	 House Resolution 4649 – Honoring the parents and families of Washington state’s students
•	 House Bill 1636 – Reducing property taxes for gold star families
•	 House Bill 1886 – Prohibiting the teaching of critical race theory and related curricula in public schools
•	 House Bill 1887 – Removing barriers to children participating in sports practices and competitions
•	 House Bill 1968 – Preserving medical autonomy in school and promoting local authority

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1634&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1678&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1873&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1960&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1778&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1884&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1003&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1360&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1361&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1377&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=4649&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1636&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1886&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1887&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1968&Initiative=false&Year=2021
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Rep. Matt Boehnke
As the ranking member of the House Community and Economic Development 
Committee, I have been intently focused on supporting and passing legislation to 
grow jobs and help revitalize struggling communities around our state.

Over the past two sessions, I have sponsored two major economic development 
bills that have reached the governor’s desk.

House Bill 1170 is providing a framework for the state to add 300,000 new 
manufacturing jobs and double the number of small manufacturing firms and 
the number of women- and minority-owned manufacturing firms over the next 
10 years. With the Department of Commerce leading this effort and business, 
unions, and the building trades working in solidarity, I truly believe we can double 
the number of manufacturing jobs in Washington by 2031.

House Bill 2019 is designed to grow Washington’s workforce and strengthen the 
retail industry, which accounts for 42% of the state’s revenue and nearly 400,000 

jobs. When it goes into effect, the bill will help the state develop additional pathways for Washingtonians to find jobs in 
retail, while also developing the education and training necessary for employees to succeed and achieve greater upward 
mobility. House Bill 2019 received strong backing from business and labor groups alike, and also received overwhelming 
bipartisan support in the House and Senate.

In February, I received an email from the executive director of the Washington Economic Development Association 
(WEDA) letting me know I had been named one of their Legislative Economic Development Champions. 

While it is a tremendous honor to be recognized in this way by WEDA, I know I could not do this job as successfully 
without the support and guidance I continually receive from legislative staff, community leaders, small business owners, 
and all of you. Working on public policy is truly a team effort, and I am so grateful to be in a position to make a positive 
difference for the mighty 8th District and communities across the state.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1170&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2019&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2019&Initiative=false&Year=2021
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During the 2022 session, we fought for Real Solutions to 
improve outcomes for all Washingtonians. 
Our values and priorities were rooted in:

•	 Providing tax relief and making life more 
affordable for all Washingtonians.

•	 Strengthening communities by making public 
safety a priority and supporting effective 
community policing.

•	 Holding state government accountable, improving 
outcomes, and enacting emergency powers 
reform.

•	 Empowering parents by providing transparency 
and the necessary financial and educational 
flexibility to help their children succeed in school 
and life.

Public Safety
An important part of ensuring public safety is supporting 
our law enforcement professionals and cracking down on 
criminal activity. Bills we sponsored this session include:

•	 House Bill 1656 – Changing the definition of theft 
to include concealment

•	 House Bill 1737 – Restoring balance and common 
sense to police reform 

•	 House Bill 1787 – Increasing funding for law 
enforcement recruitment

•	 House Bill 1788 – Allowing law enforcement to 
chase suspects

•	 House Bill 1873 – Stopping catalytic converter 
theft

Life Affordability
Instead of supporting fiscally irresponsible policies, 
onerous regulations, and new tax increases – all of which 
drive up the cost of living – we are working to make life 
more affordable for everyone. Bills we sponsored this 
session include: 

•	 House Bill 1594 – Repealing the long-term care 
trust act and payroll tax

•	 House Bill 1858 – Reducing manufacturing 
tax rates

•	 House Bill 1898 – Reducing state property 
tax levies

•	 House Bill 1913 – Repealing and replacing the 
long-term care trust and payroll tax

•	 House Bill 2015 – Expanding the Working Families 
Tax Credit

Government Accountability
By demanding accountability in state government and 
increasing transparency in the Legislature, we can begin 
to restore trust in Olympia. Bills we sponsored this session 
include:

•	 House Bill 1177 – Implementing the periodic 
review of state spending programs

•	•	 House Bill 1178House Bill 1178 – Improving state funding through 
zero-based budget reviews

•	 House Bill 1541 – Increasing funding to cities for 
homelessness solutions

•	 House Bill 1772 – Emergency powers reform
•	 REAL Transportation Act – Suite of bills to reform 

and reprioritize transportation funding

Empowering Parents
Parents matter. We want to empower them by providing 
transparency and the necessary financial and educational 
flexibility to help their children succeed in school and life. 
Bills we sponsored this session include: 

•	 House Bill 1536 – Establishing regional 
apprenticeship programs through ESDs

•	 House Bill 1633 – Promoting school choice 
through scholarships

•	 House Bill 1973 – Requiring school board 
meetings to be recorded

•	 House Bill 2056 – Requiring teachers to make 
materials used in the classroom available 
to parents

•	 House Resolution 4649 – Honoring the parents 
and families of Washington state’s students

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1656&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1737&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1787&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1788&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1873&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1594&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1858&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1898&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1913&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2015&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1177&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1178&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1541&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1772&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1536&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1633&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1973&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2056&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=4649&Initiative=false&Year=2021


 

Supplemental capital budget
We supported the $1.5 billion bipartisan supplemental 
capital budget, which will make significant investments 
in housing, infrastructure, mental and behavioral health 
facilities, broadband, and school seismic safety. The 8th 
District received approximately $2 million in additional 
funding through this budget for local projects, including: 

•	 $500,000 for the Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic. 
Funding will allow for an additional 2,000 dental 
appointments to be made by residents.

•	 $270,000 for a replacement boat for Columbia Basin 
Dive Rescue, a not-for-profit, all-volunteer agency 
that provides water rescue and recovery services to 
law enforcement, fire, and other emergency 
service agencies.

Our region remains the only metropolitan area in 
Washington state that lacks the proper detoxification 
or inpatient residential facility for those suffering 
from substance abuse disorder. We are proud of our 
communities’ hard work and partnerships to secure 
$2.75 million in the 2021-23 capital budget and an 
additional $1.5 million in this supplemental budget for 
the Three Rivers Behavioral Health Recovery Center. This 
facility will provid life-saving resources, services, and 
treatment. When we work together, we can achieve 
great things!

Supplemental operating budget 
This year’s supplemental operating budget is the largest in 
state history – a $6.1 billion increase over current 2021-23 
spending – bringing total state spending to a record $65 
billion. State spending has now increased by more than $34 
billion – more than doubling in 10 years. We do not know 
anyone who has seen their household budget increase 
111% in the last decade.

During session, the Legislature had a $15 billion surplus 
to work with thanks to the hardworking taxpayers of 
Washington. The right thing to do would have been to use 
that surplus to provide meaningful tax relief for you and 
your family. Instead, nearly all of that surplus was spent 
growing the size and scope of government. Democrats 
did not even pass their own bill to provide a three-day 
sales tax holiday in September to help families with back-
to-school costs. Because of these reasons, we could not 
support this budget. 

For our part, House Republicans attempted to pass a 
permanent half-point sales tax cut. We also introduced 
the SAFE Washington budget plan, which was focused on 
Safety, Affordability, Families, and the Economy. 

Supplemental transportation 
budget and Move Ahead 
Washington package
The 2022 supplemental transportation budget passed by 
the Legislature this year was supported in a bipartisan 
manner. However, budget negotiations were conducted 
mainly by Democrats. That was disappointing because we 
are usually able to tout the good bipartisan work done on 
this budget, just as we do with the capital budget. 

The supplemental transportation budget will provide 
$11.6 billion for the 2021-23 transportation budget. 
Funds in the budget are allocated for the maintenance 
and preservation of current transportation systems, 
the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT), the Washington State Ferries, the Washington 
State Patrol, and other state transportation agencies. 

In addition to the supplemental budget, the Legislature 
passed the 16-year, $17 billion Move Ahead Washington 
transportation package. This package will fund a couple 
of projects in our district (Ben Franklin Transit and the 
Island View to Vista Field trail system). However, most of 
Eastern Washington’s transportation needs ignored. It is 
also pretty Puget Sound-centric in its attempt to move the 
state toward clean and green transportation.  

However, the biggest reason we could not support the 
package is because it will raise fees on Washingtonians, 
while also using tax dollars from policies that will further 
increase the cost of fuel.
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Rep. Brad Klippert 
Rep. Matt Boehnke
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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Since it is an election year, we are restricted from sending out any more legislative communications this year. 
However, we are allowed to respond to constituents who contact us. If you have any comments, questions, or 
concerns for either of us, please feel free to call or email, and we’ll respond as soon as we can!
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Get connected, stay involved!
The best ideas in the Legislature often come from constituents. We truly have a citizen Legislature where everyday 
Washingtonians can accomplish extraordinary things. Please know you can and do make a difference! Here are some 
ways to get and stay involved in the legislative process and your state government.

Legislative Hotline: (800) 562-6000 | TTY (Hard of hearing): (800) 833-6388
Governor’s office: (360) 902-4111 | governor.wa.gov
Legislature and visiting the Capitol Campus: leg.wa.gov
State agencies, boards, and commissions: access.wa.gov
TVW: tvw.org
Bill information: apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo
Civic education for students and teachers: leg.wa.gov/civiced
Rep. Brad Klippert: (360) 786-7882 | RepresentativeBradKlippert.com
Rep. Matt Boehnke: (360) 786-7986 | RepresentativeMattBoehnke.com

http://governor.wa.gov
http://leg.wa.gov
http://access.wa.gov
http://tvw.org
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo
http://leg.wa.gov/civiced
http://RepresentativeBradKlippert.com
http://RepresentativeMattBoehnke.com

